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KnouyoBi BUCHOBKM

MyTiH YacTo nocunaeTbcsa Ha PociicbKy NpaBocnaBHy LIEpPKBY Y CBOIX NyOniYyHMX NpoMoBax,
Hagato4m Lepksi HabaraTo 6inbL NOMITHE MicLe B POCIMCbKOMY MOAITUYMHOMY >XUTTI.

[MyTiH 3apekomeHayBaB cebe SK 3aXMCHUK TpaauUiHOI Mopani, Hanpuknaga, BUCTynaw4m
NPOTWN FOMOCEKCYaniamy, Kaparymn po3fydeHHs Ta NiATPUMYOUM « TPAOULINHY CiM’O».
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BukopuctanHa lNyTiHMM TpaanuinHOro XpucTUsIHCTBa po3paxoBaHe Ha NOSITUYHUNA eeKT.
AMeEpUKaHCLKMM | EBpONENCbKUM cnocTtepiradam 6yno 6 gobpe po3rneqitv uto wapagy.

Konn Bonogumup lMyTiH ctaB npe3sngeHTom Pocii B8 2000 poui, BiH ycnagKysas 3aniuLlKn
KONUCb Pi3HOT KOMYHICTUYHO-aTeICTUYHOI IMMEPCBLKOT AepXKaBMu.

3a ocTaHHi 19 pokiB BiH 3HOBY nepeTBopuB Pocito Ha imnepcbky Aepxasy 3 rnobanbHUMK
amBiuismn. OgHMM i3 NOro KNIYOBUX IHCTPYMEHTIB Y Ui TpaHcdopmauii 6yna Pocinceka
npaBocnaBHa LiepKBa.

MyTiH YacTo nocunaeTbCca Ha PocincbKy NpaBoOCnaBHy LEPKBY Yy CBOIX NyOGniYHMX npoMoBax,
Hafawuu Lepksi HabaraTto BiNbLl NOMITHE MicLEe B POCIMCbKOMY MOMITUHYHOMY XUTTI, HiX 3a
yaciB NOro nonepeaHukia. Ane Ui 3aknukn HaBpsa Y BUrNS4a0Tb WMPUMK B penirintHoMy
ceHci. Pagwe BiH BMKOpUCTaB LiEPKBY, W06 BMNpaBaaTh poCiiCbKy eKCnaHcito Ta cnpobysaTu
anckpeautysaty Bnnue 3axogy y CxigHin €sponi.

baraTbox KOHCcepBaTMBHUX AisdiB B AMepuLi, BKNOYHO 3 [1eToM BblokeHEeHOM i
®paHkniHoMm pemom , npusabuna putopuka lNyTiHa 3 1 CUNBbHUM HarosIOCoOM Ha
TPaAMUINHNX 3aXigHO-XPUCTUAHCBKMX LiHHOCTAX | HIBUTO HEMPUAHATTAM KynbTypu
«gerpagauil Ta npuMIiTUBI3MY», SKY, 3a crioBamu [NyTiHa, nopoguna « MopanbHa Kpusa Ha
3axofi. »

[MyTiH cnpuTHO NpeacTaBmB cebe BOKOKOYOK CTOPOHOK KYNbTYPHOI BiHK. Pobnsayn ue, BiH
3BEpPHYBCA A0 OesiKUX KOHcepBaTopiB B AMepuL,i, AKi CKENTUYHO cTaBunmncsa 4o nibepansHo-
AeMOKpaTUYHOI Tpaauuii, ycnagkoBaHoi Big NpocBiTHUUTBA, AKa, Ha IXHI0 OYMKY, MICTUTb
HaCiHHS OYyXOBHOI Ta KynbTypHOi 3arnbeni AMepuku.

[MyTiH 3asBMB, LLO BUCTYNAa€E 3aXUCHUKOM TpaauLLIMHOI Moparni, Hanpuknaa, BUCTynat4um
NPOTWN FOMOCEKCYaniaMy, Kaparumn po3nyyYeHHd Ta NiATPUMYOYM « TRAAULINHY CiM'0 ». BiH
nbuTb NodyBaTn Ans POTo 3 POCINCLKMM naTpiapxom Knpunom i HaeiTb BuMaaBs CBOI
KaneHaapi 3 TpaauuinHMMu NiTYpPriiHAMKU CBATaMW.

But recent conflicts with Ukraine suggest that Putin’s public affinity for Christianity may have
more to do with geopolitics than religious sincerity. After Russia annexed Crimea in 2014,
Putin sought to justify his action by pointing to a shared religious and cultural history:

Everything in Crimea speaks of our shared history and pride. This is the location
of ancient Khersones, where Prince Vladimir was baptized. His spiritual feat

of adopting Orthodoxy predetermined the overall basis of the culture, civilization,
and human values that unite the peoples of Russia, Ukraine, and Belarus.

The Russian Orthodox Church has been in lockstep with Putin, and has in fact served to
advance his ends. A case in point is its position on the Ukrainian Orthodox Church.
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Since the year 1686, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church had been under the jurisdiction of the
Patriarchate of Moscow. But last October, the Ukrainian church announced that after 332
years, it was splitting with the Patriarchate of Moscow in an attempt to gain independence
from Russia. This split was facilitated by Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko

and approved by the head of the Orthodox Church, the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew,
based in Turkey.

Yet the Russian Orthodox Church protested and said the split was illegitimate. It continues
to maintain that the Patriarchate of Moscow holds jurisdiction beyond Russian borders into
Ukraine and Belarus.

This religious split comes amid heightened political tensions between Ukraine and Russia,
seen most recently in the arrest and subsequent detainment of 24 Ukrainian sailors by
Russia last November.

Astonishingly, Putin blamed Ukrainian politicians for the church split, accusing them of
“‘meddling” in the church’s affairs and dismissing the Ukrainian church’s departure as a
“secular political project.” He then positioned Russia as somehow a defender of religious
freedom, saying, “We reserve the right to react and do everything to protect human rights,
including the freedom of worship.”

This is blatantly hypocritical of Putin. The Associated Press recently discovered that the
Russian government was itself guilty of “meddling” by attempting to hack into Ukrainian
Orthodox Church emails. It appears the now-infamous Russian hacking group “Fancy
Bear” had been targeting Bartholomew’s correspondences with Ukraine leading up to the
decision to grant the Ukrainian Church independence.

Putin is seeking to tighten his grip on Ukraine and Belarus, as well as expand Russian
influence further into Eastern and Central Europe. He will undoubtedly continue to promote
Orthodoxy in the process. This is simply an attempt to seduce former Soviet republics back
under the sway of Russia.

BukopuctaHHa Kpemnem npaBocriaBHOrO XpUCTUAHCTBA € LiNIKOM AO0UiNTbHUM, BPaxoByO4m
penirinHi TeHAeHUii B perioHi. 3a ocTaHHi ABa AeCATUNITTA NpaBoCnaBHE XPUCTUAHCTBO
nepexuno nomiTHe BigpomxKeHHs y CxigHin €sponi. Y aeB’aTn cycigHix 3 Pocieto aepxxasax
— Mongosi, Npeuii, BipmeHii, pysii, Cepbii, PymyHii, Ykpaini, bonrapii Ta binopyci — 3rigHo
3 NoToyHMMK pesynetatamm Pew Research , noHaa 70 BigcoTkiB nogen BeaxatoTb cebe
npaBoCraBHUMH .

Lle BigpomxeHHs npaBocnae’a 36iraeTbCcsa 3 NpopocincbkumMmm HacTposimn. Pew Research
3a3Havae, Lo B AEB’ATN KOMULLHIX pagsHCbKMX KpaiHax, BinblUiCTb SKMX CKNagalTb
npaBoCnaBHi, 3a BUHATKOM YKpaiHu, GinbLue NONOBUHU ONUTAHMUX NOrOXKYHTbCS, L0
«cunbHa Pocia HeobxigHa, wob 36anaHcyBaTtu BNnvB 3axody».
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Pew Research pobuTb BUCHOBOK:

[M]arato npaBocnaBHUX XPUCTUAH — | HE NNLLE POCINCLKNX — BUCOBIIOITb
npopocinceki nornsau. ...MpaBocnaesHa ifEHTUYHICTb TICHO NOB’A3aHa 3 HaLliOHaNbHOK
IAEHTUYHICTIO, MOYYTTSIM ropAoCTi Ta KySbTYPHOT BULLIOCTI, MIATPUMKOK 3B’S3KIB MiX
HauioHanbHUMK LiepKBaMu Ta ypsgamu Ta nornsgamm Ha Pocito sik Ha onnoT npoTu
3axoay.

Barato cxigHoeBponencbknx KpaiH nepebyBatoTb Ha PO3OOPIKCKI MiXK BOMA BapiaHTaMu:
nocuneHHaM iHTerpaudii i3 3axogom i nibepanisauieto, 3 ogHoro 6oky, i npuegHaHHAM o Pocii
Ta aBTOPUTaAPU3MOM, 3 iHLLOTO.

Ockinbku MNyTiH NparHe NOCUNUTX BNSIMB Ha Ui KpalHK, NiAKPECNeHHSa TpaguuinHol penirii
CNY>XWUTb ABOM MOro Uinam. Lie BCTaHOBIOE cninbHYy OCHOBY M Pocieto Ta CxigHoro
€Bponoto i, Wo BinbLl BaXMBO, NOCUITKOE BIAMIHHOCTI, sSiki MOXYTb MaTu CxigHa €Bpona i3
3axogom, ocobnmBo B TOM Yac, 9K 3axigHWIN CBIT BCe Aani BiaganseTbCsa Big TpaguuinHmx
LiHHOCTEeWN i peniril.

BukopuctaHHa INyTiHMM TpaanuinHOro XpUCcTUsIHCTBA po3paxoBaHe Ha NOSITUYHUIA eeKT.
AMepUKaHCbKMM i EBPONENCHLKMM cnocTepiradam 6yno 6 gobpe poarnegiti Lo wapagay.
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